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rison at Kandahar. His successor as viceroy, the Marquess of
Ripon,1 resolved to give up even that. A nephew of Sher Ali,
Abdurrahman, was recognized as Amir, and installed at Kabul
within three months. Unfortunately Kandahar was treated
separately, and in July another Afghan claimant, Ayub Khan,
marched against it. General Burrows set out from Kandahar ^to
check him with about 2,500 men, and on the syth was heavily
defeated at Maiwand.2 Besieged in Kandahar, the remains of the
British southern force was in great danger, till relieved by the
action of General Roberts from Kabul. Roberts's spectacular
march, transporting a force of 10,000 fighting men and over
8,000 camp followers in 23 days for a distance of 313 miles without
a base, invites comparisons (though on a smaller scale) with
General Sherman's 'march to the sea' through Georgia in 1864^
The complete victory, which crowned it, restored our prestige
after Maiwand without undoing our decision to evacuate; and
after some ups and downs Abdurrahman acquired the whole
country. No British resident was sent to Kabul But by express
agreement with the Amir Great Britain was to control his foreign
relations, to guarantee him against external aggression, and to
pay him a subsidy. On these terms Abdurrahman consolidated
his kingdom until his death in 1901.
Ill health had largely disabled Lord Beaconsfleld since his fall
from office. He delivered his last notable speech in a debate on
the evacuation of Kandahar. This was on 9 March 1881, and
on 19 April he died. Through forty-four years he had displayed
at Westminster a unique personality. Of Gladstone or Palmer-
ston or Peel it may be said that they differed from other parlia-
mentarians rather in size than in kind. Towering over their rank
and file like the heroes in Homer, they yet were of like parts
and passions with them. Lord Beaconsfield never was. His party
had followed him after 1846 because, when they craved for a
lead, he gave them one, and no one else could. They came to
1  George Frederick Samuel Robinson, second earl and first marquis, b. 3(827,
Educated by private tutors only; a 'Christian Socialist' with F, D, Maurice and
Kingsley; M.P. 18512; under-secretaryships, 1859 and x86x; secretary for war,
1863; for India, 1866; lord president of the council, 1868-73; became a Roman
catholic, 1874; viceroy of India, 1880-4; &ral lord of the admiralty, 1886 j colonial
secretary, 1893-5; lord privy seal, 1905-8; d. 1909.
2  Figures on Burrows's side were: total engaged, 2,476; kilted, 9345 mi*sin& 175;
2 guns (R.H.A.) lost.
3  Afghanistan being almostroadless, Roberts had to inarch without ajungle wheeled
vehicle. His only artillery were three batteries of mountain-guns on mulc*back.